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CHRISTIAN WOMANHOOD IN THE FORTY DAYS.

AN EXPOSITION OF ACTS, I, &

The “jforty days” which lay between the resurrection and ascension of
our blessed: Lord formed a period of confirmatory wonders that stands by
itself in connection with his character and elaims as the Son of God. Jesus
of Nazarveth now comes before us in a semi-glorified condition. The char-
acteristic qualities of this new state appear in his changed relations to time
and space, in his corporeal habits, and, likewise, in his modes of intercourse
with the apostles and disciples. As to time and space, he showed his enfire
liberation from their laws, the very laws which he had formerly observed
with steady uniformity. In his visits to the small gronp who clung to him,
coming and going so differently from his old method, he demonstrated that
he was Sovereign over the material universe to which he had been subjected
in his humiliation. ¢ Made under the law,” he is now the Maker of his own
laws. « Made of & woman,” he rises into hig higher Sonship, and the words,
“Woman, what have I to do with thee?" receive their final explanation.
Though never more tenderly condescending and loving, yet an awe invests
him, a broad space lies between him and his followers ; St. John never rests
on his bosom, nor does the impulsive and erratic St. Peter indulge his pre-
vious familiarity. Mosi careful is he to make them feel that he is the same
Jesus of Nazareth. But how? By reversing the order of the former mani-
festation ; for, whereas the humanity was then in the foreground, and his
Deity in the background ; now the Deity is bronght pre-eminently to view,
and the hwmanity, if not obscured, is constantly kept in a subordinate atti-
tude. Does he work miracles in these forty days? The glory of them is
the glory of his humanity made elear and vivid in his initial glorification.
Does he teach? Yes; but not by parable and incidents. Speech tales
meaning, tone and accent, directly and intensely from the Speaker, and the
heavers are men and women, whose intellects have escaped the rigid tram-
mels of the senses, and entered on a semi-gpiritnal dispensation—men and
women “to whom he shewed himself alive after his passion, by many infal-
lible proofs, being seen of them forty days.”

Ohbserve, the correspondence hetween the semi-glorified state of the risen
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Christ and the semi-spivitual dispensation, under which ake_fi’-isca}JZes were
trained jor Pentecost during the forty days. Every fact in Christ's ante-
cedent life, from the lowliness of his birth to the loneliness of his grave,
not only exemplified his infinite condescension, but coincidently a progressive
humiliation that exhausted all the phases of this form of human suffering.
The poverty, the abandonment of ordinary ease and comfort, the stern with-
drawal from all the social auxiliaries of strength and happiness, the descent
to the zero of worldly eireumstances ; all this his own choice, self-assumed and
then self-enforced; all persisted in with a cheerful resolution and an wn- .
wearied compliance; these were excepbional as to quality and magnitude, Ll
and constitute a class of biographical events generie to the nature and posi- '
tion of the Person to whom they belong. Nothing is more common than |
poverty; nothing so uncommon as Christ’s poverty. 8o of all the aspects |
of his career. They have their expressional source within him. They are
external only because they are internal. And so deeply do they impress his
individuality on us, that if any single incident of his existence from Beth-
lehem to Calvary were detached from it and incorporated, just as given by
the evangelists, into any other biography, the utter incongruity would ex |
hibit itself instantly and strikingly. A beautiful block of Parian marble ‘ {
set in the wall of a mud hovel eould not impress us as more lacking in har- |
mony of connection. Over all these features of his humiliation, over the
hum;.liatiou itself in accepting the earthly life of humanity, he pronounced
on the cross the words, “ It és finished.” And, henceforth, they pass out of
view as current facts, and are remanded to history. They take on a memo- '_
rial character. “Jn memory of Me,” each one bears on its front. Naza-
reth, Capernaum, Tabor, Gethsemane, are thus inseribed; and, amid the
seenes of a land everywhere historie, they stand out as columnar reminis-
conces of his unique ministry. All this is over. “He is 7ésen.” A strange !
cross, alien to that Hebrew soil, brought from afar, the completed symbol (b
of degradation, presents its ghastly image between the past and the present, 1l

time, to humiliate him in his corpse. _
But he has risen now. What he came o do has been done, and his own '|
“Jt is finished” has been answered by his Father's «7J7 is finished.” The
greatest of his miracles has been reserved to attest, not as former miracles, {
hig divine character and office, but to certify the truth, the perfection, the
sticeess, the glory of his atoning work. And hence, as the infinite Father
was the first and original party to that work, it being a transaction between
the Persons of the Godhead before it could become a transaction between
God and man, the earliest and grandest seal set upon the work is by the
hand of the Father. ¢ Thou avt my Son; this day have I begotten Thee.”
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~ " "Nor is the Holy Ghost without a revelation of his Deity in the august event.

““ Declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” And, consequently, the method
of the second manifestation during the forty days is varied. That of the
pre-cruifixion period was suited to a ministerial work of sympathy with
physica ills, of instruction and guidance, of unfolding the gospel, and it
was consummated in the work of expiation and reconciliation by his sacri-
ficial and vicarious death. Uniby with the race of Adam,unity of his Jewish
blood with Gentile sympathies, unity of himself as the Son of God with
humanity, was the eminent fact thus set forth in every utterance and action,
and finally illustrated in the agony of Calvary. In the posthumous period
of the forty days, his unity with the Father and the Spirit as the eternal Son
is the pre-eminent fact, and shapes the order and mode of the second mani-
festation. The risen body shares the distinctive glory of this new epoch in
the history of Christ. There are'none of the old forms of feeding the hun-
gry, opening the blind eyes, relieving the tortured demoniacs ; none of the
old astonishment though a continued wonder; none of the earlier mysteries,
but a higher and more complex mystery; and whether he gives his saluta-
tion of “Peace,” or breathes the Holy Ghost, or opens their hearts to un-
derstand the Seriptures, it is all done in a way never done before. He has
“uscended,” though not “on high.” The Ascension is higher than the
splendor on the Mount of Transfiguration, so that he has risen not only from
the grave, but also risen out of all his habitual connections and associations
as to time, and place, and civcumstance; another Christ though the same
Jesus of Nazureth; another Teacher, Revealer, Inspiver, and yet with a form
and look, a toune, a manner and spirit, unmistakably identical with the Friend,
Helper, Benefactor of Galilee and. Judma. What know we of the latent
sources of identifieation! How spirit recognizes spirit even through inter-
vening media ; what do we comprehend? The transparency in this case was
essentially the same. Where wicked hands had blurred it, defaced it, marred
it, the signs of their bloody touch were brought back. If was as real and
true as before. But the light behind the transparency was made far more
brilliant, the illumination was intenser, the surface allowed no misty film or
discoloring dust, and the glory of the risen glory was its unobstructed dis-
play. Mary Magdalene saw it through her tears, and cried out, “Rabboni/”
and St. Thomas saw it, and, disdaining his own demanded proofs, exclaimed,
“My Lord and my God/!” and St. John, looking through the dim morning,
whispered to St. Peter, “1t 2s the Lord/”

Such a state of semi-glorification on the part of the risen Christ has its
resemblance or correspondence on the part of his disciples, and, especially,

guch of them as were on terms of habitual fellowship with him as their Mag- -
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ter and Liord. They, too, in a certain sense, have rigen. Compare St. Thomas
the doubter with St. Thomas the believer. One week of distrustful sorrow
and gloom held him imprisoned in the senses and their tyrannical intellect.
More than a month had he the glad freedom of faith and peace. St. Peter,
we may infer, rallied on the first day of the forty from his fall, and, in those
words, “The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simorn,” we may
read the personal sequel to the fact, that he “went out and wept bitterly.”
Turn to the first chapter of the Apocalypse and read St. John's aecount of
. “Qne like unto the Son of man, clothed with & garment down to the foot,
and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.” The description of the per-
sonage is a continuous strain of imagery, most of it in the metaphorie lan-
guage of the eye, all of it the language of the impassioned heart, rising from
the * golden girdle ” to his countenance as the sun shining in his strength.”
The awe was overpowering, and he “fell af his feet as dead.” Butdo we not
detect somewhat of that profound sentiment when he instinctively paused
before the open sepulchre in the early hours of its vacancy, and in that scene
by the lake shore when St. Peter thrilled to his whisper, “JZt is the Lord /"
Throughout the forty days what a rebicence marks him, what a silent con-
templation, what a deep and holy reverence! And how the scene in Patmos
and the scenes of the forty days interblend in the words, “T am he that
‘liveth and was dead, and, behold, T am alive for evermore, amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death.” Men ecarry the past in their eyes more than
in any other of the special senses. Thither hasten all the bright and beau-
tiful things that are bordered by the blue of the horizon, or that charm us
from the distant stretch of the firmament. And there abides, in the close
receptacles of memory, whatsoever stirs the imagination in forms and shapes
vividly clear, or picturesquely fascinating. The religious wemories of the
eye are immortal; and who ean wonder that the St. John of Patmos repeats,
in fuller sensibility, the St. John of the sepulchre and the Sen of Tiberias!
The period of the forty days is with the disciples @ time of preparation.
Under the immediate guidance of the risen Christ, they are made ready for
his final absence from their senses and the sense-intellect. Most powerfully
had he impressed this portion of their nature. Other objects had been
accomplished. A steady advance had been effected from the material
towards the spiritual. But, nevertheless, the main result of our Lord’s
influence upon them was confined to the lower intellect and its co-related
emotions. Not yet had they attained to faith in the Christian sense of that
word, nor, indeed, was it possible while Christ was a Ohrist to the outer man.
Not yet had they an opportunity of enduring  as seeing him who is invisi-
ble.” Not yet could they read the scenes of Galilee and Judewa by light
reflected from a eentre infinitely higher than themselves. And hence, the
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""i?ﬁﬂity of the forfy days, in which, by partial presence and partial absence,

and by his mysterious ingress and egress when they were assembled together,
they were t. ‘ned to other conceptions of him,and of his relations o them
than they ht  itherto known. Tllusions as to the Messiahship had firm
hold on thei. 1ds ; the weight of centuries was in these illusions; ac-
oc, sed interprewauons of the ancient prophecies were in their favor, and all
the literalism of the existing Jewish Church strengthened and sustained
their ideas of a secular king. A shock had been given this enthusiastic
belief by his death. The time had come for further enlightenment, and the
forty days supplied the means and opportunity for their higher instruction.

It was, thevefore, a period of iransition. They had to pass from the old
to the new. They had to transfer their allegiance from the popular Christ,
modified by daily contact with him as Jesus of Nazareth, to the spiritual and
glorified Christ as the Head of principality and power, the first-born of every
creature, the brightness of the Father's glory, and the express image of his
person. Such a work could only be done slowly. The laws of the human
mind admit no sudden and violent changes where cherished beliefs and
permanent habits of thought and feeling are involved. The roots of race

“and national prejudices are talen from the soil one by one. Christ’'s method

was to demonstrate the fallacy of their favorite idea of a national Messiah.
This was his first work. But had it been consummated? Nay; and hence
the second portion of his work, viz., to develop, in point of fact, his Spir-
itual Messinhship. What he was not had been shown; what he was had now
to be evinced. I say—point of fact—For he had taught them the truth of
his Messiahship, both as to its idea and sentiment, nor did anything remain
except to give it actwality before their eyes and in their experience. Now,
this was his Posthumous Ministry. By his method of teaching the Old
Testament, by the special mode he adopted of concentrating their attention
on the suffering and atoning Christ of the Psalms and the Prophecies; by
preaching his own Cross, and exemplifying its meanings in the history of
his life and death, he succeeded so far as fo bridge the gulf between the
Jesus of Nazareth and the exalted and crowned Christ on the throne of the
universe. The gulf did exist for them. The gulf wouwld existfor us. But
the forty days spanned the abyss for them and for us, so that now there is
a perfect continuity in the Birth, Life, Ministry, Death, Resurrection, Post-
humous History, Ascension, and Glorification of the Liord Jesus Christ. No
break! The links seem broken at the sepulehre, but the history goes on ag
the only history of a corpse ever written. No break! The narrative of the
dead Christ is given in all its details, the arrested embalming at the grave,
the interposed action of priest and procurator, the sealing of the sepulchre,
the stationed guard, the descending Sabbath to hallow his repose, the end-
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ing of its benediction, the coming of the Angel of the Lioxrd, the snow—w]ﬁim =

raiment of the celestial visitant and the lightning like countenance beneath
the pale moon, the earthquake, the rolling away of the great stone, the ap-
palled soldiery, and the corpse rising and vanishing unseen by mo;'{;a,l eye.
A continuous history, I vepeat, and no break! All its parts, the living Christ
and the dead Christ, and the risen Christ, so perfectly interwoven, as thai’;
each portion is a portion of every other no less than of the whole ;nd the
whole such a complete and congruous unity, that if you acceph th’e natural
you must accept the supernatural.

And, furthermore on this point, the forty days were preliminary to Pen-
tecost and the dispensation of the Holy Ghost. These two, Pentecost and
the Spirit’s permanent offices, were not possible on any ]:_nc:wn laws of the
human mind, except by means of thig special introductory season. The
sense-man had to be taught and trained by Christ himself to be g be}igver s
the intellectual and moral man had also to be taught and trained b th:a sa,me:
Teacher to become & spiritual believer; and that was as far as t}fe twofold
i?;D:uf] izl:;a; ::,Z:{ u;ej'a;ms; Z ?xt‘ended. “Rec:e-i-ve ye the Holy Gthost” was

gt orty days. Akin to that was the irresistible
power he ¢xerted on Pharisee and Sadducee. Forty days long a silent om-
nipotence filled the air of Jerusalem. Procurator and Sanhedrim were held
in check; and if the guard at the tomb had been “as dead men when th(
Angel of the Resurrection descended, the priests and officers of the hierarc-he
were abashed as Terror walked unchallenged in the streets of the Holy Cit 3
Invisible to men, seen only by his elect, the risen Christ was felt ag :f Pre)s(.
ence in the palace, in the Judgment-hall, in the high place of Gabbatha, X
the temple, and in them all as a Presence of awful significance. f;r;:id
the fearful tranquillity, the disciples received their Lord’s visita, 113&1:(1 his
blessed teachings, felt his transforming influence, meditated in hig absence
communed with one another, interchanged experiences, inspired each other’;
hearts, grew hopeful and strong as they went on step by step towards Pen-
tecost. An experience of two disciples on the first day of the new era ig
doubtless typical: ¢ Did not our heart burn within us while he talked with
us by the way, and while he opened to us the Seriptures?” “Hyes” are
“holden” now, souls are addressed, hearts “Jurn,” Secripture asserts itg
power; “receive ye the Holy G'host” opens its contents of benediction, and
for the first time we have a recorded testimony of positive Christian expe-
rience in its emotional charactetistics. If this ocenrred on the opening day
of the forty days, what may we reasonably suppose took place on the re-
maining thirty-nine days? St. John declares that numerous manifestations
were made by the risen Lord; what enlichtenment, what giving way of
hereditary prejudices, what enlargings of soul, what holy inspirations! The

in
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*ffork was not perfected. Pentecost was fo do that. But there was a great

advance, and this progress demonstrates itself in the fact, that when the
apostles returned to Jerusalem from Olivef, the Mount of Ascension, they
«gll continned with one accord in prayer and supplieation with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”

Notice the special recognition of womanhood by our Lord during the
Jorty days, and the typical instances of Christian womanhood which the
narratives of this period exhibit. It was no new thing for the Lord Jesus
to show his interest in womanhood, but ab this time he expressed ifin a very
earnest and touching manner. We know how he opened his career by
evincing his divine solicitude in its behalf ; how in Samaria he revealed him-
self in an exceptional manner to the woman at Jacob's well; and how at
Cana in Galilee, at the instance of his mother, he wrought a miracle and
“manifested forth his glory” in connection with the most important event
in a woman's life. We know, too, of his regard for the sisters of Bethany,
what offices they performed for him, one sister representing in domestic in-
dustry the hospitality of home, and the other the hospitality of intellect
and sentiment in his service, and we arve left in no doubt as to his cordial
appreciation of their very unlike characters. We know, further, that certain
women are honorably mentioned as ministering “unto him of their sub-
stance "—Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanng, and “many others.” We
know, also, that the most pathetic scene in the closing days of his life de-
rives its human interest from Mary of Bethany, and that he immortalized the
worth of a true and noble sentiment, as against the rivalry of & narrow and
obtuse utility, by incorporating the act of Mary into the very substance of
his own Gospel, a solitary case which had no precedent, and can haye no
precise imitation. And yet, it is quite obvious, that womanbood comes before
us in the forty days, in a very distinet and striking attitude as to its rela-
tions to him and his relations to it, nor can we help seeing that a marked
change has been brought about in their respective positions.

Among those who * companied ” with him in the days of his humiliation,
who of the men appesr at his burial? Who, of the immediate groups of
those about Christ, bring linen and spices to enwrap and embalm his corpse?
Not an apostle is seeu. «All the disciples forsook him and fled.” The dying
Christ was forsaken, St. John excepted. The dead Christ was forsaken.
And yet the women who had “companied” with him in some of his mis-
sionary tours, and devoted a portion of their “substance” to his support
and comfort, continue their ministrations when those of the apostles have
been suspended. «And the women also, which came with him from Galilee,
followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid.
And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.” The shock of

T
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Christ’s death has paralyzed the apostles, but it has nerved the couragt; and -

inflamed the love of these true-hearted women. Faithful to their instinets
faithful to their memories, faithful to their habits of tender ministration’
they confinue their offices to the dead Chrish just as they had been consej
crated to the living Christ; and they do it calmly, deliberately, bravely, in
the face of danger and from their own impulse. ‘T-Vhose Chl’is‘il; ’is that g;ad
Christ? Only theirs. Ambition has ahandoned him, worldliness has left
him to his dishonor, selfishness has forgotten him, good men have t:urne'l
ax?'ay pale and dispirvited from his corpse, and but two friends, Joseph fm:'l
Nicodemus, who had not been among his publie adherents, ,are 1'550{11&&
enough to provide for his interment. With the exception of these two mem-
bers of the Sanhedrim, that humble funeral Procession which followed tﬁ
bier from Calvary to the tomb, was made up of women. °
No doubt God’s hand was in all this. Providence can be interpreted only
by providences, and accordingly we may believe that these women had ]Jeei
and were now under training for the revelations of the forty days. Th
discipline of woman is the diseipline of intellect, volition 'md qct‘};v"tr b(f
means of her affections. She begins where man gener&lliy ends;——wiltil}thj
heart: and as the dispensation of the forty days was to be, by ;
the culture-season of the heart, we can see why these Womel,l Sil
into prominence. No Christian thinker can gu
thing to do with their visit to the sepulchre on

eminence,
ould come
ppose that chance had any-

the morning of Chrisg’

: : ‘ g 1568 res-

urrection, nor w ist’ ] i 3
5 vith Christ’s first appearances fo ’L;hen:l, nor with the comimi

eim; to them to announce his return to life. Reasons for these thj ;
isted natively as capacities and intuitions in their souls, and )1'ovid.:ngs 5
schooled them for the specific tagks assigned them in’the e};on e
marvelous period. No stumbling on such acts was possible ’ If ;
amine this matter closely, we shall find that there was ground i‘ th i
of things for the facts that oceurred in connection with the etu o
testimony of these women ; and, moreover, we shall see not e o
ing of their conduct on the historieal evidenges of s bl o
conjunction therewith, a philosophy of religion whic
loolked. ° )

Let it be kept in mind, then,
the resurrection of Christ.

my of this

the resurrection, huf in
h is too commonly over-

that thege women were the first testifiers to

What was Christ's m i
; 8 method i i
made fo them? It was a specific method. Tn he case ;? i&i:; ﬁj;;:?ifj

he said “Mary/” and the word wag ep
: ; A * ough. She knew him instant
exclaimed, “Liabboni/” In the instance of the other G;E;:jti?f;;ii

whom he made the second appearance, he
; a7 g i announced hi o : € 4
Hail!”  Mary was not allowed to touch hi ed himselt with the “.A

: m; th i #
permitted to “hold him by the feet ang wor e

ship him.” In the former, no
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" verification by the sense of touch was suffered. “Zouch me nof,” said

Jesus to Mary. In the latter, the verification was granted- Bub was Mary

in the same state, physiological and psychologieal, as the other women?

Certainly not; Mary was in tears. She was sorrowing over the lost body.

« Tell me where thou hast laid him, and T will fake him away.” The idea of

the lost body having pre-cccupied her mind, it is possible that our Liord meant
to call off her attention from the risen body to the risen self. Whether so

or not, the evidence of his appearance not only relieved her grief, but assured
her perfectly of his return to life, and filled her heart with gladness. No

conflict existed in her emotfions; she was not frightened, not even disturbed.

The intense woman yielded herself to the ecstasy of the moment, nor was
there the slightest doubt, or distrust, or apprehension in her state of mind.

Not so with the other women ; they were alarmed. After hearing the angel’s
announcement of the reswrection, they left the tomb © quickly,” and “ with
fear and great joy.” They “did run to bring his disciples word.” Evi-
dently, now, the rapidity of their movement and the excitement of * fear”
were very unfavorable to clearness, accuracy, and force of testimony. If
the nerves are excited, the arterial action quickened, the breathing hurried,
two effects ave cevtain to ensue, viz., facts make an imperfect and distorted
impression, and the recalling power of memory is impaired. These are
physiological faets which, T presume, no one will dispute. If, then, the
Galilean women had reached the disciples in this half-hysterical condition,
would not fheir testimony have been abated as to its value? And would not
sensible men have been justified in suspecting some illusion? And would
not “idie tales” have been. charged on the witnesses with a very decided
Jogic in its favor? Jesus said to these women, “Be not afraid.” Having
calmed their nervous agitation and thereby tranquillized their emotions, he
proceeds to say, *“Go tell my brethren.” Tell them what? “Tell my
brethren that they go into Gelilee, and thers shall they see me.” What was
Mary Magdalene instructed to say? “Go to my brethren, and say unto
theny, T ascend to my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your
God.” Observe the difference in the commissions given. The ascension-
glory of the resurrection of Christ is committed exelusively to Mary, and in
congruity therewith, “Z7ouch me not, for I am not yeb ascended to my
Tather.” This aseension-idea in the resurrection was one thing ; the stay
on earth was another and very different thing, The second manifestation
and its accompanying commigsion had reference to the prolonged sojourn
of our Liord on earth, and hence the Galilean women were charged to men-
tion Galilee as the province where the risen Christ would manifest himself
to the disciples. Two distinet ideas, thevefore, were communicated to the
women ; one, touching the consymmation of the glory of the risen Christ,
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was entrusted to Mary Magdalene. This idea discriminates fully bebwert -

Christ’s exclusive Sonship and the sonship of believers; “ My Father, my
God,” and “yowr Father, your God.” Mary consequently was to bear wit-
ness to the prospective Christ in the splendor of his exaltation. Zouch
him?  Him, King of kings, Lord of lords? Him, with the trophies of
captivity led captive ? Him, with the many crowns on his head? Nay; the
vision of the ascended and glorified Christ which was suggested at the in-
stant to this nobly-endowed woman would have vanished had she clasped
him to her heart.

On the other hand, sensuousnes has its place, and & very important Pplace
mn the economy of Christianity. By sensuousness, I mean the legitimate
use of the senses in the service of the higher nature, tributary to the intel-
lectual and spiritual man. T use the term ag Milton did when he spoke of
true poetry as « simple, sersuous, and passionate.” Now, the risen Christ
had to address this sensuous nature in the disciples in order to develop their
relations to supersensuous objects. After his resurrection, he was in a posi-
tion to do this work most effectively ; his own body was a “spiritual body,”
and could only become visible and tangible by his divine act; and, hence
while giving them the proofs of his resurrection, he was educating them in
the doctrine of the *spiritnal body ” and the uses of the present body ag
relative thereunto. One form of this education we have seen in Mary Mag-
dalene. Another form appears in the Galilean women, and has reference to
impressions partly sensuous and partly spiritual, the sensuous being entively
subordinate to the spiritual. These women had no delie® as to the fact of

? 7 o Christ’s resurrection ; they had “great joy,” they ran “to bring his diseiples

.!--"" acd 4

7 word,” and when Jesus saluted them, “they held his feet and worshiped

him.” But they had to do a very different work from Mary’s, which work
was to prepare the disciples to receive the Christ of the forty days. They
were allowed to verify their beligf by touch. If, then, the
Mary’s testimony on the ground that she hagd only
ear, the others could offer the proof of eye, ear,
in the latter instance was perfeet, and , accordin
the outset for the two forms of evidential infly
the spiritual predominated with & limiteq
that of the group of women, iy W

disciples resisted
the evidence of eye and
and touch. The sensucus
gly provision was made ab
ence, viz., Mary's, in which
and restrained sensuousness, and

hich the verification of touch was per-
mitted.

How did the risen Tord proceed that Sunda
appeared in the midst of the disciples and sa
“ They were terrified and affrighteq,»

y night, when he suddenly
id, “Peace be unto you!”
according to St. Luke's account, which
is peculiarly valuable because of itg Physiological insight. No one but a
physician could have written such p nal'l':.-ltive as he has given. How did

CHRISTIAN WOMANHOOD, BETC. 13

5t meet the alarm of these persons who supposed that they had seen
a'¥pirit?”  Appeals to the judgment of eye and ear in this ease would not
attain the desired end. Only touch would be a proper challenge to nerves,
brains, and gouls, in that condition. Therefore said he to them: “Behold
my hends and my feet, that it is T myself ; handle me and see, for a spirit
hath not flesh and bones as ye see mo have.” Then he showed them his
hands and feet. To complete the sensuous evidence t0 the understanding,
he asked for food, and “ he took it, and did eat before them.” This was not
the ascension-idea of the forty days, that Mary's exalted faith was instructed
to communieate as the faith of profound instinet. No; it was on a much
lower plane of experience. St. Mark gives us the key to it. “Afterward
be appaared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with
their unbelief and hardness of heart, becanse they believed not them which
hod seen him after he was risen.” They dishelieved Mary Magdalene. They
‘lishelieved the Galilean group. “Their words seemed to them as idle tales,
and they believed them not.” Tor three years these men had been in train-
ing as witnesses. On the threshold of their second and higher education,
they reject both the great forms of evidence—the logic of the understand-
ing and the logic of instinet, and these apostles reject them, moreover, un-
der circumstances which Christ had instituted by selecting women to give
the initial testimony to the fact of his resurrection. The first eye-wit-
nesses of this fact were heart-witnesses, full of transporting joy, and
ready to receive him with welcoming adoration. The first proclaimers
of this fact were heart-proclaimers, whose only power of speech was
the power of sentiment and profound feeling. They had no humiliating
memories; the apostles had. They had clung to him to the last on earth,
and after the last; the dead Christ was their Christ, and the risen
Christ was their Christ; but not so with the apostles. And the treatment
these apostles gave them was to refuse eredence and dismiss their earnest
and tender assurances “as idle tales.” ‘What an instance of silent and un-
recognized self-vengeance in the souls of these apostles] And how sternly
the process of recompense went on, the measare they had meted out, meted
back to them again! Andthey administering it unconseiously to themselves !
On a memorable oceasion, they had found fault with Mm‘y. ot Bethany for
the tribute of love rendered to the Christ of g true woman's instinets. Judas
gave a voice to their murmurings then, but there was no Judas now ; and
their sad infirmity of faith could only speak of the testimony of these wo-
men ‘“asidle tales.” Sad infirmity; no more ; 10 passion, no contempt, no
pride, no conceit; only weak faith and its necessary sequence of weak hope
and weak charity. And when the risen Lord comes to them, the first lesson
of the forty days is his upbraiding for their “unbelief and hardness of
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heart ” From sunrise to sunset on that most glorious of days, the da,
the resurrection, all of them, or nearly all, were virtually St. Thomas. ,,
looking upon the women as deluded, while they themselves were the victims
of self-deceit.

But was it not all overruled of God? He, the risen Lord, who “knew
what was in man,” foresaw just what occurred, and yet he commissioned
these womanly witnesses to announce to the diseiples his return from the
grave. Every day of human life is a new probation, a new approach of
Satan, a new outcoming of the dormaney of our inexhaustible nature, a new
struggle between the forces of good and evilin our souls. 1In this appointed
trial of their faith they failed. The openness of the receiving heart was
wanting. “Certain women also of ounr company made us astonished.” was
all that the two could say to the Stranger who walked with them to Emmaus.
No wonder their outer “eyes weré holden” when their inner vision was so

shrouded by the shadows of his sepulchre; and no wonder that the apostles.

were betrayed by their folly and feeble-mindedness into a denial of the
testimony given them of the Lord’s resurrection. There are times when the
present is a mere name, a hollow sound that means nothing, and the only
present is the past, and the past is utter mournfulness. We are not our
selves then, but the dead selves of former days, walking and acting in the
physical existence of the current hours. Such was emphatically the state
of the apostles on that Sunday; Christ dead to them because they were
dead to themselves, and dead to the beautiful and noble sympathies that
appealed to them from the hearts of the women. A few hours passed and
they wakened into a real life. “Peace be unto you” had been sent by him to
them through his elect messengers, and it had been refused. Christ had
been dishonored in his servants, and the first gloom cast over that resplen-
dent day is the darkness escaping from apostolic souls. 0 fools, and slow
of heart to believe!” Yet in his infinite condescension, the risen J epus,
barred in an unhappy moment from the house of his friends, glides into their
midst through the unopened door and says, “Peace be wnto you!" Tt is
all changed now ; and only one is left to remind them for a weel what they
had been for a day, while the syllables are unconseiously shaping the words
in his troubled soul, “My Lord and my God!” How keenly must they
have felt the ingratitude and unkindness of their spirit and conduct that
Sunday ! What an insight into the evil yet in their souls! What an an<.
iliary to repentance and faith in those painful recollections ! Aye, mors,
what a lesson to them as &1305t1955 who were to preach “Jesus and the res-
wrrection,” a lesson in patience and forbearance and considerate pity towards
men, who would cavil everywhere and resiss the gospel of the resurrection |
Yes; it was all overruled by Providence for their good as men, and as apos-
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Gna many an hour when scepties and scoffers were assailing the great
truth of the resurrection, and impeaching their testimony to the fact that
Christ had risen on the third day from the dead, must they have recalled
how “slow of heart” they had been to believe.

Humble witnesses were these women. According to the usages of their
people, they were in a novel position, without any prestige, without acered-
ited claims on public attention, and their only defense was that the risen
Christ had sent them. 7% my brethren,” said Jesus; tell them for me.
What they thought and felt was not the authoritative point of their em-
bassy; nor was it their voice, but his voice they were to hear. Had it been
otherwise, hard e chosen 8t. Peter or St. John to bear the glad tidings, it ig
altogether likely that the announcement would have been promptly heeded.
But the whole procedure was out of course, and doubtless to some of them
quite absurd. This exceplional feature in the matter, however, was the test-
element, and by it, and it alone, was the virtue of honest and hearty accept-
ance {o be tried. It was tried, and found wanting. And how frequently
since that memorable day has this spirit been reproduced? When it pleases
God to call new agents into his service, few are found to give them instant
and cordial recognitic»  The early field-preachers of Methodism were
thought disorderly. John Wesley was sorely offended by the lay-preaching
of Thomas Manfield, and hurried to London, eager to arrest the innovation.
“John,” said his wise mother, “he is as surely called of God to preach as
you are ; and the son examined the case, and the great movement of redeem-
ing the eighteenth century was saved from an interruption, and, perchance,
a defeat. And what a long battle in some of the churches in Old England
and New England before Dr. Watts’'s hymns could be allowed to articulate
God’s praise in the public congregations! The test continues from age to
age, the same as to its principle that occurved eighteen hundred yeors ago:
and good men are yeb startled to find the spivitual providence of Christ put-
ting on a new form. The old garb is thrown aside. The disguise is folded
closely about the figure. A gardener to Mary, a wayfaring stranger to the
two on their voute to Emmaus, a chance inguirer on the lake shore; so if
was then, and so it is even now. In our own day, what speculations of
thought, what wonder and mystery as to Moody and Sankey, and the Salva-
tion Army ! Go back to that distant morning, when the Mighty Victor, who
had stood before Mary a moment in concealed glory, threw off the veil, and
appeared as the Victor radiant in the first splendor of his coronation-day.
She hastens to the best people of that time, to her own people, to Christ’s
select and honored friends; she tells the story; she tells it in *“Radbondi’s "
name; and she is discredited. And here, A. D. 1883, are thousands of Chris-
tian believers, honest and right-minded, who treat Providence in Christ pre-
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cisely as he was treated then. That lesson was not local and circumstantias.
Ti was not Jewish exclusively. It was not peculiar to the immediate issues
of the rvesurrection. Buf it is a lesson for us, for all Christian people, for
every age and country, lest we fail fo see God in the manifoldness of his
working, and especially in his humbler witnesses. “There are, it may be, 50
many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without significa-
tion.”

«“ MWuny woices!” Ah, if was not understood then; the voice of woman-
hood was as nothing; it had no sigrification. Has this voice ibs rightful
signification yet? Of late years it has been heard to an inecreasing extent;
and sinee the voice of this womanhood issued from the heart of Hannah
More at Barleywood, we have listened to the voices of Mary Jane Graham,
Mys. Fry, Charlotte Elizabeth, Florence Nightingale, Agnes Jones, and
others. Thanks to Providence for such witnessing! Yet, admitting this,
and rejoicing in it womanhood cannot be regarded as beyond an incipient
stage of development in the Christian Church. Her voice ag a witness for
Chrigt has but small compass, and many there be who attach no divine
“signiﬁcation" to it. Thanks to Providence again! The grand impulses
of the age, so far as the Church of Christ is concerned, are assuming in
England and America far morve of a womanly form than at any former time,
and it is a most hopeful sign both for civilization and Christianity. Just
now, therefore, it behooves us to study the wisdom of Christ in choosing
women to be the testifiers to the grandest fact of the gospel in advance of
apostles and all other witnesses. Surely, there is a greab truth here for us
to learn. Surely, too, it is a much-needed truth in our eentury. Surely,
when men are explorving sections of the globe hitherto unknown, bringing
to light vast portions of the earth’s surface long hidden, finding immense
treasures embosomed in the depths of the land, and ready for the enlarging
demands of civilization, continents of metals and minerals beneath conti-
nents of cities and farms and vineyards, islands encased in islands, and
awaiting only the entering light of the sun te reveal their wonders to trade
and commerce; surely, in such an age, we ought to understand how the
hand of God is pointing us to the unused resources of Christian woman-
hood, and how earnestly the Holy Spirit is pleading with our sloth and
insensibility, and eﬁpecia‘lly with our prejudices to let the voice of woman-
hood have it signification. * * * T say prejudices, for these are the
strongholds of Satan in us. Among our Anglo-Saxon women it can never
be a noisy and clamorous voice. It will not be harsh or grating,” but the
scghill sacd music of humanity,” and with ©ample power to chasten and sub-
due.” It will not be heard in the streets, nor often in the pulpit, but it will
be heard in the school-room, among the cottages of the poor, in the dens of
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the outcasts, in the cells of prisons, in asylums, in mission-stations, and
wherever else the consciences of men are to be reached through their hearts.

Grod be merciful unto us, and help our weakness! Near me lies a volume
I have read with great care, and particularly the chapter, “On the Appari-
tions at Jerusalem,” ag connected with the “Formation of Beliefs Relative
to the Resurrection of Jesus.” It is by M. Renan, and is entitled “The
Apostles.” Tt is a book of research, of fine constructive art, and of fascinat-
ing style. The eye of its author is keen enough where his favorite theory
of imaginative illusion is involved, but elsewhere under a strange film. It
is the eye of the eagle for its prey, not the eye of the eagle for the sun. In
these words we have the basic conception of his theory of Christ’s resurrec-
tion, viz.: *“The glory of the resurrection belongs then to Mary of Magdala.
After Jesus, it is Mary who has done most for the foundation of Chris-
tianity. The shadow created by the delicate sensibility of Magdalene wan-
ders still on the earth. Queen and patroness of idealists, Magdalene knew
better than any one how to assert her dream, and impose on every one the
vision of her passionate soul. Her great womanly affirmation, ‘He has
risen,’ has been the basis of the faith of humanify. Away, impofent
reason!”

M. Renan speaks of “a tender regret” which “occupied her soul,” *“sur-
prise and grief,” because of the absent corpse; “she wept copiously; one
sole thought pre-occupied her mind; where had they put the body?” The
apparition appears to her excited fancy. ‘“She thinks that she hears herself
called by her name, Mary. * * * It was the accent of Jesus. ‘Oh, my
Master,’ she cries! * * * The light vision gives way and says to ber,
‘Touch me not.’ Little by little the shadow disappears.” Such is the
theory.

It is thoroughly unphilosophical. No basis exists in the ordinary laws
of the human mind for a hypothesis of this sort. The sense of time in
our nature is against it. To reproduce an image as an apparition, the im-
pressions made by the real object must lapse away; and, oub of these dis-
solved elements, the mimic artist of the brain finds the materials with which
to construct the semblance of the faded reality. Three days were not a
sufficient time for this to occur. The sensibility to grief is opposed to it.
Grief is a depressing emotion, and, in its first stage, unfavorable to imagi-
native activity. Grief exhausts the nervous system and the brain during
our waking hours, and hence operates as a constant deterrent on the imag-
ing faculty. Because of this law we seldom dream at night of the departed,
and very rarely of those recently dead. Sir William Hamilton says: “If is
curious that the persons the dearest fo us are precisely those about whom
we dream most rarvely.” If Mary of Magdala was the intense woman that
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M. Renan supposes, thab very infenseness would bar sny tendency, at t}falls?ff'
time, to re-instate Christ’s image in a hellucination, since the vivid presence
yet remaining in her brain would nece ssarily forestall an illusory creation.
If she was “queen and patroness of idealists,” that very constitution oi
intellact and emotional energy would have tended to prevent her idealizing
of Christ at so early a period after his crucifixion. Aside from these facts,
she had no expectation of his resurrection. Txpectant attention, which is
a great help to imaginative reproduction, was in her case entirely wanting.
The thought of the corpse taken from the tomb, M. Renan properly argues,
pre-occupied her mind as “one sole thought.” 1If the one sole thought pre-
oceupied her mind, no reason exists for the supposition that this would
facilitate an apparitional appearance. All the reasons are on the other side.
Just in the degree she dwelt on the lost corpse would she be incapacitated
for » hallucination. Full of love, of tenderness, of grief; the grief doubled
by a lost Christ and his lost corpse; it seems to me that her imagination
would be utterly paralyzed. But was that all? Nay; love, tenderness,
and grief had an instant work to do. It was to recover the missing body.
How the work pressed on her heart! What beseeching pathos in her
appeal, “Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid
him, and T will take him away.” Very real those words; no imagination
here; effort and energy, the safeguards against apparitions. To recover
the corpse demanded her common sense and earnest exertion, and these
were not propitious to visionary Jeceits. I conclude, therefore, that this
theory as revived and rehabilitated by the genius of M. Renan has nothing
in its favor, bub everything to condemn its acceptance. Mental physiology
is against it. Psychology is against it. Our instinets, whether intellectual
or spiritual, are against it. Time, place, circumstances, as connected with
the event, are against it. To say nothing of the other witnesses to the risen
Christ; of the variety and independence and fullness of the testimony; of
the manifestations of Christ on different occasions and in different locali-
ties; of these appearances, as always unexpected in their aspects and asso-
ciations, only two of them bearing any resemblance in their incidental fea-
tures; to say nothing of the conviction of the Sandedrim that he was risen,
and that, had it been possible, they would gladly have found refuge from
guilty apprehensions in the idea of an apparition; to say nothing of all these
facts, the theory of M. Renan has its echo in his own ejaculations, “Away,
ympotent reason !’

Aye, verily, “Away!” Give ms the true Mary Magdalene! Give us
the Mary portrayed by inspired “reason” with such vivid naturalness—the
chastened woman—the acute sufferer in those days when she learned the
realities of her own heart and of life under the sternest of all teachings, the
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gs of anguish. Give us the grateful and consecrated woman whom

the Lord Jesus relieved from the torturings of Satan, and then blest her

with a new soul and a new world. Give us this disciple and follower and

friend of Christ, too intelligent o Lo self-deceived in a matter so
E : mo-

) ) :
bx;j;tﬁc;;ljl, :}?ii :;)0 héﬁ; ;01 be ﬁs'tl'umental in deceiving others. Ideals are
. Hngs. rand realivies ave far better. Mary i
:i';ig:;.lttb;n?g _“queen and patroness of idealists.” It Jirs io‘: G];I;:nini];?r?fa]f
= 1at has given her such a commanding position in Christian hi T;’ 7
st and last, the strong realism of her nature spioE
and on this firm pedest :
between her day and ours,
to herself, her courageous
admiration and & wonder i
Magazine,

e stands out conspicuously,
al her character is based. Eighteen centuries lie

but her noble devotion, her perfect truthfulness
love, her serene and sublime faith, are still an
n the world.— 7%e London Homiletic Quarterly




